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During our 2008 year, HWH has been pleased to welcome 2 new addi-
tions to our program!  Blackie is a retired barrel racer with multiple ti-
tles and is being leased to us by Dr. Christine Bridges.  Kelly Taylor has 
taken over the responsibility of being his personal caretaker.  Nugget, 
who was already a resident of Pleasant Ridge Farm, is owned by Vickie 
Carper who allows us to use him.  We would like to thank both Dr. 
Bridges and Mrs. Carper for their support!  Welcome to the program 
boys! 

Horses with Hearts is currently looking for individuals 
to sponsor children during the 2009 season.  Without 
the support of sponsors to help pay for their lessons, 
some of these children would be unable to ride! If you 
are interested in sponsoring a child, please contact us 
today!  Cost is 159.00 per semester 

We would like to take a moment to say a final goodbye to 
one of our former participants.  After a long battle with brain 
cancer, Katelyn Sherrard passed away in May 2008.  A very 
special young lady, Katelyn touched the lives of all who she 
encountered.  She left her mark on all our hearts & she will 
always be remembered! 

To the right is  
Nugget,  

Summer 2008. 

To the left is 
Blackie,  

Summer 2008. 

Katelyn at our 
2007 Awards 

Banquet. 
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On August 30 & 31st, Mike McGowan ap-
peared in a clinic at Sulphur Springs Sta-
bles to help promote Horses with Hearts to 
the public.  McGowan, a resident of Black 
River Falls, WI, has more than 25 years of 
experience working with horses.  In July of 
2000, a riding accident left Mr. McGowan 
a paraplegic and confined to a wheelchair, 
paralyzed from the rib cage down.  Despite 
this obstacle, he leads, saddles, mounts, 
rides & dismounts on his own and with the 
help of a saddle-maker, he created a spe-
cially designed saddle that would give him 
the flexibility to ride in any terrain.  
McGowan’s “What do you mean I can’t 
ride?” clinic detailed his journey back into 
the saddle, using his story to inspire and 
empower others.   

“This clinic is about what you can do if 
you put your mind to it” he says.  Before 
he spoke, Horses with Hearts participants 
and volunteers did a demonstration of our 
program to the public.  The following day, 
Mr. McGowan worked both with groups 
and individuals who brought their horses, 
teaching them how to improve the commu-
nication and relationships between them.  
We would like to extend a special thank 
you to Mr. Mike McGowan for his appear-
ance and support of HWH.  In addition, we 
would like to thank Randy Orsini, owner of 
Sulphur Springs Stables, as well as all the 
other volunteers and participants that made 
this event possible! 



DONATE & SAVE! 
 
Horses with Hearts is now registered with iGive.com and if 
you’re an online shopper, you can make purchases while 
helping to raise money for Horses With Hearts at the same 
time!  It only takes a few extra minutes of your time... 
 - Go to www.igive.com/horseswithhearts 
(This automatically selects HWH as your preferred charity.) 
 - Create an account 
 - Choose from thousands of online retailers and 
begin shopping!  
 
iGive.com works in cooperation with thousands of popular 
online retailers to raise money for charitable organizations.  
Participating stores vary in type, with everything from 
JCPenney to Delta Airline being represented!  Once you 
make a purchase, a set percentage will be donated to your 
chosen cause.  Individual retailers determine their own dona-
tion percentages, but remember that every little bit helps!  
 
In addition to raising money for Horses With Hearts, you can 
save a few dollars as well since all donations through 
iGive.com are tax-deductible! 
 
  

Construction Update! 
 

After a long wait, we have finally completed our new arena with a 
grant  from the Virginia Baptist Mission Board.  Our new tack room 
has been completed as well.  84 Lumber donated the drywall to finish 
the office, which we hope to have completed and operational by 
March/April 2009! If you’re interested in helping us complete this 
project, see our Wish List for ways you can help out!   
 
We would like to thank Mike Sheetz from Poor House Fencing for 
perfecting our arena gates and hinges, as well as all the other volun-
teers who helped us work on this project! 



Cash Donations Under $2,600.00 
 

Misc. Cash Donations 
Ecolab Foundation 

Virginia Baptist Mission Board 
Barkwill, Kay 

 
 

Cash Donations Under $1,000.00 
 

Bon Ton 
Brosmer, Mary 

Panhandle Medical Assoc., PLLC 
 
 

Cash Donations Under $500.00 
 

Barrow, Jay & Debra 
Chic-Fil-A 

Cummings, James & Debra 
Dodson, Cathy 

Eicher, Jennifer & Craig 
Heckel, Jeffrey & Susan 
Heinen, John & Mary 
Houchins, John & Sue 

Main Street Martinsburg, Inc. 
Rohrbaugh, Tracey & Jack 

 
 

Cash Donations Under $250.00 
 

Canfield, Clyde 
Carper, Larry 
Centra Bank 

Files, Dan & Joan 
First Baptist Church 

Ford, Christine & Clyde 
Harless, Charles 
Hess, Barbara 

Hughey, Randy & Jackie 
Jones, Beverly 

Largent, Theordore & Lillie 
Lyons, Ronald & Beth 

O’Dell, Rebecca 
Phares, Robert & Christy 

Power Mortgage & Financial Solutions 
Powers, Michael & Janey 

Cash Donations Under $250.00 (cont) 
 

Roberts, Charles & Hope 
Robinson, Betty & Nelson 

Rodgers, James & Lisa 
Shenandoah & Potomac Valley Garden Rail 

Sperow, Mary Frances 
Townsend, Robin 

 
 

Cash Donations Under $100.00 
 

Chambers, Pamela 
Dodson, Melvin 

Evans, Robert & Heather 
Grubb, William 

Harrison, Robert & Carolyn 
Hartley, Thomas & Deborah 

Heck, Judith 
Hunter, Donald & Eleanor 

Jeffery, Patricia 
Kackley, Cletus & Mary Lou 

Kelley, David & Juliana 
Martin, Ricky & Kimberly 

Miller, Richard & Mary 
Newland, Dawn 

Seibert, James & Issie 
St. Lukes United Methodist 

Thompson, Catherine 
Timberlake, Richard & Angela 

White, Randy & Noelle 
Zwior, Paul & Carolyn 

 
 

We would like to thank all of our donors.  
Without you, we could not do what we do.  

If we have accidently over-looked your 
donation,  

we apologize. 
Please notify us immediately so a correc-

tion can be made! 
 

Thank You! 

Additional Donations 
 

Picnic Table—American Amish 
Ceiling Fan—Anonymous Donor 

Saddles, Helmets, Bridle & Girths—Mr. & Mrs. Steve McDonald 
Saddles—Dr. and Mrs. James Butcher 

Blankets, Lead Ropes, etc—Hunter & Co. 
Gates for Arena—Lee Kontz 

Dry Wall for Office—84 Lumber 
Latches for Gates—Mike Sheetz, Poor House Road Fencing 

Two Nights Discounted Lodging for Mike McGowen Clinic—Hampton Inn 
Storage Unit for Yard Sale—POD of Winchester 



We receive many questions concerning items our program 
needs.  In response to these questions, we have created the 
following “Wish List” of items: 
 Ceiling Fan (new office) 
 20 Gallons of Black Fence Paint (arena fence) 
 3 Gallons of Drywall Primer (new office) 
 3 Gallons of Country White Paint (new office) 
               New Grooming Supplies 
 Gift Cards for Feed/Grooming supplies from: 
  Poor House Tack Shop 
  www.statelinetack.com 
  www.countrysupply.com 
  www.valleyvet.com 

This year Horses with Hearts has participated in several suc-
cessful fundraisers to raise support for our program. 

Bon-Ton “Care to Share” – We sold $10 Bon-Ton 
coupons to the public for $5, which went directly to HWH.  
We raised a total of $400, which we plan to use to cover the 
cost of fly spray during our 2009 season. 

Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night – Chick-Fil-A hosted two 
fundraising nights for our program this year.  During specific 
times, 15% of the store’s proceeds went to HWH.  In 2 
nights, we raised just over $400. 

First Baptist Church Seniors Yard Sale – The 
church seniors conducted a yard sale this summer, which 
raised $2200 for our program! 

Main Street Fundraiser – Main Street Martinsburg, 
Inc. is an organization that promotes activities on Main 
Street.  At an event this year, we raised nearly $1000 be-
tween the bake sale and donations. 

Jen Eicher also generously donated her entire 40% 
profit from one of her Home & Garden parties to Horses 
with Hearts, for a total of $430. 
We would like to thank everyone who has helped support our 
program through fundraisers this year!  It is greatly appreci-
ated & we look forward to your future support as our pro-
gram continues to grow! 

On December 1, Horses with Hearts held their annual 
awards banquet at New Life Community Church in Arden.  
We were pleased to have all our participants and many 
volunteers in attendance.  All our volunteers were recog-
nized and those with more than 30 hours of service re-
ceived embroidered jackets, donated by Dr. Jeffrey 
DeBord.  Each of our participants received a trophy, sym-
bolizing their accomplishments this year.  Their siblings 
received string back-packs for the “Siblings Rock!” award.  
In addition, Kelly Taylor received the Miana Stewart Me-
morial Award.  Congratulations to everyone! 
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We are currently on our 
Winter break. 

Classes will resume in April. 
Hope to see you all then! 

 
Please watch 

www.horseswithhearts.com 
for more information. 

 
**Look for our brand new 

MySpace & Facebook pages 
Coming Soon!! 

 

Thanks Again 
to all of our 
Supporters! 

 
You make our program possible! 

 
 
 


